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37.   It is clear, patent and obvious from all these ancient Chinese maps, whether made by Chinese authorities and 
individuals or by foreigners, that the southernmost territory of China has always been Hainan Island. Throughout 
the Chinese dynasties, China’s territory never included the Spratlys and Scarborough Shoal.  There is not a single 
ancient Chinese map, whether made by Chinese or foreigners, showing that the Spratlys and Scarborough Shoal 
were ever part of Chinese territory.   To repeat, in all these ancient Chinese maps, the southernmost Chinese 
territory has always been Hainan Island.  

38.  When the Qing Dynasty ended in 1912, the Chinese republicans led by Dr. Sun Yat Sen established the 
9LW\ISPJ�VM�*OPUH���;OL�MVSSV^PUN�WYV]PZPVUZ�VM�Ä]L�*VUZ[P[\[PVUZ�VM�[OL�9LW\ISPJ�VM�*OPUH�WYV]PKL!

a. Article 3, Chapter 1, of the Provisional Constitution of the Republic of China of March 11, 
� ���Z[H[LZ!�̧ The territory of the Republic of China is composed of 22 provinces, Inner and 
Outer Mongolia, Tibet and Qinghai.”  As we have seen in the maps of the Qing Dynasty, one of the 
22 provinces is Guangdong, which includes Hainan Island as the southernmost territory of China.  

I�� (Y[PJSL����*OHW[LY���VM� [OL�*VUZ[P[\[PVU�VM� [OL�9LW\ISPJ�VM�*OPUH�VM�4H`����� ���Z[H[LZ!�
“The territory of the Republic of China continues to be the territory of the former empire.”   
The editorial comment in the Regulations of the Republic of China Concerning Rule over Tibet 
explains the words “former empire” as “referring to the Qing Dynasty.”

J�� (Y[PJSL����*OHW[LY����VM�[OL�*VUZ[P[\[PVU�VM�[OL�9LW\ISPJ�VM�*OPUH�VM�6J[VILY������ ���Z[H[LZ!�
“The territory of the Republic of China continues to be the traditional territory.” 

K�� ;OL�*VUZ[P[\[PVU�VM�[OL�9LW\ISPJ�VM�*OPUH�VM�1HU\HY`����� ���Z[H[LZ!�¸;he territory of the 
Republic of China continues to be the territory it owned in the past.” 

L�� (Y[PJSL����*OHW[LY���VM�[OL�*VUZ[P[\[PVU�VM�[OL�9LW\ISPJ�VM�*OPUH�VM�+LJLTILY������ ���Z[H[LZ!�
“The territory of the Republic of China shall be that encompassed by its traditional boundaries.” 

�����(SS�[OLZL�JVUZ[P[\[PVUHS�WYV]PZPVUZ�HYL�MYVT�HU�VѝJPHS�W\ISPJH[PVU�VM�[OL�7LVWSL»Z�9LW\ISPJ�VM�*OPUH�LU[P[SLK�
Regulations of the Republic of China Concerning Rule Over Tibet (China No. 2 History Archives, China 
0U[LYUH[PVUHS� 7YLZZ�� 1HU\HY`� ��� �   ��� ;O\Z�� HM[LY� [OL� MHSS� VM� [OL� 8PUN� +`UHZ[ �̀� [OL� UL^� 9LW\ISPJ� VM� *OPUH�
reiterated to the world that its territory remained the same as the territory of the Qing Dynasty, with Hainan Island 
as China’s southernmost territory.  

� ����<UKLY�PU[LYUH[PVUHS�SH �̂�[OL�LќLJ[�VM�[OLZL�\UPSH[LYHS�KLJSHYH[PVUZ�PU�ZL]LYHS�*VUZ[P[\[PVUZ�VM�[OL�9LW\ISPJ�VM�
China is to bind China to these declarations as against the international community.   In the Nuclear Test Case 

PU]VS]PUN�(\Z[YHSPH�HUK�5L^�ALHSHUK�HNHPUZ[�-YHUJL��� ���0�*�1�������� [OL� 0U[LYUH[PVUHS�*V\Y[�VM�
1\Z[PJL�Y\SLK!

     It is well recognized that declarations made by way of unilateral acts, concerning legal or factual 
ZP[\H[PVUZ��TH`�OH]L�[OL�LќLJ[�VM�JYLH[PUN�SLNHS�VISPNH[PVUZ��+LJSHYH[PVUZ�VM�[OPZ�RPUK�TH`�IL��HUK�
VM[LU�HYL��]LY`�ZWLJPÄJ��>OLU�P[�PZ�[OL�PU[LU[PVU�VM�[OL�:[H[L�THRPUN�[OL�KLJSHYH[PVU�[OH[�P[�ZOV\SK�
become bound according to its terms, that intention confers on the declaration the character of 
a legal undertaking, the State being thenceforth legally required to follow a course of conduct 
consistent with the declaration. An undertaking of this kind, if given publicly, and with an intent to 
be bound, even though not made within the context of international negotiations, is binding. In 
these circumstances, nothing in the nature of a quid pro quo nor any subsequent acceptance of 
the declaration, nor even any reply or reaction from other States, is required for the declaration to 

[HRL�LќLJ[��ZPUJL�Z\JO�H�YLX\PYLTLU[�^V\SK�IL�PUJVUZPZ[LU[�^P[O�[OL�Z[YPJ[S`�\UPSH[LYHS�UH[\YL�VM�[OL�Q\YPKPJHS�HJ[�
by which the pronouncement by the State was made.

;O\Z��\UKLY�PU[LYUH[PVUHS�SH �̂�[OL�[LYYP[VY`�VM�[OL�9LW\ISPJ�VM�*OPUH�HZ�VM�[OL�LќLJ[P]P[`�VM�[OLZL�*VUZ[P[\[PVUZ�PZ�
limited to the territory of the Qing Dynasty, with Hainan Island as the southernmost territory of China.   

40. As late as 1932, China has been telling the world that its southernmost border was Hainan Island.  


