
3

5. Chinese leaders and Chinese citizens who entered school after 1947, the year the 9-dashed line map 
was drawn, have been taught that China has historical rights to the South China Sea.  This is of course false and 
merely constitutes state propaganda, but unfortunately the Chinese people now believe in this propaganda as 
“historical facts.”    

6. There are, of course, Chinese scholars who realize that China’s 9-dashed line claim cannot stand impartial 
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the Shangri-La Regional Security Forum in Singapore, said that China should be given more time to clarify its 
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China some time, it will change its stance in the future.”  

7. That change, however, will not happen without the misimpression by the Chinese people on the so-
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Chinese people, then change will follow naturally.  That is why it is important to discuss the actual historical facts 
in the West Philippine Sea, with a caveat. 

8. Historical facts, even if true, relating to discovery and exploration in the Age of Discovery (early 15th 
century until the 17th century) or even earlier, have no bearing whatsoever in the resolution of maritime disputes 
under UNCLOS.   Neither Spain nor Portugal can ever revive their 15th century claims to ownership of all the 
VJLHUZ�HUK�ZLHZ�VM�V\Y�WSHUL[��KLZWP[L�[OL������7HWHS�)\SS�JVUÄYTPUN�[OL�KP]PZPVU�VM�[OL�[OLU�\UKPZJV]LYLK�
world between Spain and Portugal.   The sea voyages of the Chinese Imperial Admiral Zheng He, from 1405-
1433, can never be the basis of any claim to the South China Sea.  Neither can historical names serve as basis 
for claiming the oceans and seas.   The South China Sea was not even named by the Chinese but by European 
navigators and cartographers.  The Song and Ming Dynasties called the South China Sea the “Giao Chi Sea,” 
and the Qing Dynasty, the Republic of China as well as the People’s Republic of China call it the “South Sea” 
without the word “China.”  India cannot claim the Indian Ocean, and Mexico cannot claim the Gulf of Mexico, 
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water have been named after these countries. 
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