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44. All these maps of the Philippines, from 1636 to 1940, a period of 304 years, consistently show Scarborough 
Shoal, whether named or unnamed, as part of the Philippines.  Colonial administrators, navigators, cartographers, 
OPZ[VYPHUZ��ZLHTLU��]V`HNLYZ��HUK�ÄZOLYTLU�OH]L�HSS�[OYV\NO�[OL�JLU[\YPLZ�JVUZPKLYLK�:JHYIVYV\NO�:OVHS�HZ�
part of the Philippines.

45. The 1898 Treaty of Paris between Spain and the United States drew a rectangular line wherein Spain 
ceded to the United States all of Spain’s territories found within the treaty lines. Scarborough Shoal is outside 
[OL� [YLH[`� SPULZ�� �/V^L]LY�� [^V�`LHYZ� SH[LY�� PU� [OL�� ���;YLH[`�VM�>HZOPUN[VU��:WHPU�JSHYPÄLK�[OH[� P[�OHK�HSZV�
relinquished to the United States “all title and claim of title, which (Spain) may have had at the time of the 
conclusion of the Treaty of Peace of Paris, [V�HU`�HUK�HSS�PZSHUKZ�ILSVUNPUN�[V�[OL�7OPSPWWPUL�(YJOPWLSHNV��S`PUN�
outside the lines” of the Treaty of Paris.  Thus, Spain ceded Scarborough Shoal to the United States under the 
1900 Treaty of Washington.  

���� <UKLY� [OL�7OPSPWWPUL�<�:��4PSP[HY`�)HZLZ�(NYLLTLU[�VM����4HYJO�� ���� [OL�<�:�� LZ[HISPZOLK�TPSP[HY`�
bases in the Philippines.  From the 1960s to the 1980s, U.S. military warplanes, together with Philippine Air Force 
warplanes, used Scarborough Shoal as an impact range when they practiced bombing runs.   Scott Tuason, a 
Filipino diver and author of several books on underwater wildlife photography, has taken pictures of wreckages 
of dummy ordnances in the waters of Scarborough Shoal.   Neither China nor any other country protested 
these bombing practices by American and Philippine warplanes, despite worldwide prior Notices to Mariners, 
through the International Maritime Organization of the United Nations, to keep away from Scarborough Shoal 
during the bombing practices.   If the Philippines can bomb a shoal repeatedly over decades without any protest 
from neighboring states, it certainly must have sovereignty over such shoal.  

The Historical Lies in the WPS 

47. The claim by China that the islands, rocks, reefs as well as waters enclosed by its 9-dashed line belong 
to China based on ancient history is glaringly false.  Since 6,000 years ago until the present, the South China Sea 
OHZ�ILLU�[OL�TPNYH[PVU�HUK�[YHKPUN�YV\[LZ��HZ�^LSS�HZ�ÄZOPUN�NYV\UKZ��VM�HSS�[OL�WLVWSLZ�HUK�Z[H[LZ�IVYKLYPUN�
the South China Sea. China’s claim today that the South China Sea belonged to China since time immemorial 
is an egregious historical lie, and patently contrary to indisputable historical facts.  Historical records actually 
show that ancient China, a land power dependent on an agricultural economy, is a latecomer to the waters 
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