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2OHU��MV\UKLY�VM�[OL�@\HU�+`UHZ[ �̀�(M[LY�ILJVTPUN�,TWLYVY��2\ISHP�2OHU�ZLU[�PU���� �LU]V`Z�[V�]HYPV\Z�Z[H[LZ�
PU]P[PUN�[OLPY�Y\SLYZ�[V�ZLUK�[YPI\[HY`�[YHKL�TPZZPVUZ�[V�*OPUH��2PUN�2LY[HULNHYH�VM�:PUNOHZHYP�VM�1H]H��MLLSPUN�
VќLUKLK�H[�[OL�Z\NNLZ[PVU�[V�ZLUK�[YPI\[L�[V�2\ISHP�2OHU��IYHUKLK�[OL�*OPULZL�LU]V`»Z�MHJL�^P[O�H�OV[�PYVU��J\[�
OPZ�LHYZ��HUK�ZLU[�OPT�IHJR�[V�2\ISHP�2OHU���(WWHYLU[S �̀�2LY[HULNHYH�OHK�UV�PU[LU[PVU�VM�O\TVYPUN�2\ISHP�2OHU��

���� ,UYHNLK��2\ISHP�2OHU�ZLU[�[V�1H]H�H�MVYJL�VM��������[YVVWZ�PU�������ZOPWZ��SLK�I`�OPZ�]L[LYHU�JVTTHUKLY�
:OP�WP�� [V� W\UPZO� 2PUN� 2LY[HULNHYH�� � >OLU� [OL� 4VUNVS�*OPULZL� L_WLKP[PVU� \UKLY� :OP�WP� HYYP]LK� PU� 1H]H��
2LY[HULNHYH�� [OL� SHZ[�RPUN�VM� [OL�:PUNOHZHYP�2PUNKVT��OHK�HSYLHK`�KPLK��OH]PUN�ILLU�RPSSLK� PU�H� YLILSSPVU�I`�
1H`HRH[^HUN��^OV�WYVJSHPTLK�OPTZLSM�RPUN���2LY[HULNHYH»Z�ZVU�PU�SH^�9HKLU�>PQH`H�HSSPLK�^P[O�:OP�WP»Z�4VUNVS�
*OPULZL�MVYJLZ�[V�KLMLH[�1H`HRH[^HUN���>PQH`H�[OLU�[\YULK�HNHPUZ[�[OL�4VUNVS�*OPULZL�MVYJLZ��HUK�KLMLH[LK�
them in battle, forcing Shi-pi to sail back to China after losing 3,000 elite soldiers.  

31. In his book Kublai Khan���������1VOU�4HU�^YV[L�[OH[�2\ISHP�2OHU»Z�HK]LU[\YL�^HZ�HU�L_HTWSL�VM�[OL�
3H^�VM�<UPU[LUKLK�*VUZLX\LUJLZ���2\ISHP�2OHU»Z�HPT�^HZ�[V�W\UPZO�2LY[HULNHYH�HUK�[V�ZL[�HU�L_HTWSL�[V�
V[OLY�ULPNOIVYPUN�UH[PVUZ��I\[�2\ISHP�2OHU�VUS`�OLSWLK�LZ[HISPZO� [OL�UL^�4HQHWHOP[�,TWPYL��HU[HNVUPZ[PJ� [V�
*OPUH��[OH[�Y\SLK�1H]H��)HSP�HUK�:\TH[YH�MVY�[OL�UL_[�����`LHYZ����>PQH`H�MV\UKLK�[OL�JP[`�VM�4HQHWHOP[��HM[LY�
^OPJO�[OL�4HQHWHOP[�,TWPYL�̂ HZ�UHTLK�̂ P[O�>PQH`H�HZ�[OL�ÄYZ[�Y\SLY��̧ 4HQH¹�PZ�H�UHTL�VM�H�MY\P[�[OH[�NYV^Z�PU�[OH[�
place, and “pahit” means bitter.   In Visayan, the word “pa-it” also means bitter, and in Tagalog “mapait” likewise 
means bitter – an example of the spread of the Austronesian language in Southeast Asia.  

32. China points to ancient Chinese maps as “historical facts” to claim the islands, rocks, reefs and waters 
within its 9-dashed line claim in the South China Sea.  At the outset, we must stress that under international 
law a map per se does not constitute a territorial title or a legal document to establish territorial rights. In the 
leading case of Burkina Faso/Republic of Mali��� ���0�*�1��������[OL�0U[LYUH[PVUHS�*V\Y[�VM�1\Z[PJL�L_WSHPULK�[OL�
L]PKLU[PHY`�]HS\L�VM�THWZ�PU�[OPZ�^H`!

[M]aps merely constitute information which varies in accuracy from case to case; of 
themselves, and by virtue solely of their existence, they cannot constitute a territorial 
title, that is, a document endowed by international law with intrinsic legal force for the 
purpose of establishing territorial rights.  Of course, in some cases maps may acquire 
such legal force, but where this is so the legal force does not arise solely from their 
PU[YPUZPJ�TLYP[Z!�P[�PZ�ILJH\ZL�Z\JO�THWZ�MHSS�\U[V�[OL�JH[LNVY`�VM�WO`ZPJHS�L_WYLZZPVUZ�
of the will of the State or States concerned.   This is the case, for example, when 
THWZ� HYL� HUUL_LK� [V� HU� VѝJPHS� [L_[� VM�^OPJO� [OL`� MVYT� HU� PU[LNYHS� WHY[�� � ,_JLW[�
PU�[OPZ�JSLHYS`�KLÄULK�JHZL��THWZ�HYL�VUS`�L_[YPUZPJ�L]PKLUJL�VM�]HY`PUN�YLSPHIPSP[`�VY�
unreliability which may be used, along with other evidence of a circumstantial kind, to 
establish or reconstitute the real facts. 

33. Thus, for maps to constitute material and relevant evidence, the contending parties must agree to such 
THWZ��;OPZ�PZ�H�TH[[LY�VM�JVTTVU�ZLUZL��HZ�VUL�Z[H[L�JHUUV[�Q\Z[�\UPSH[LYHSS`�KYH^�H�THW�[V�JSHPT�HU�LU[PYL�
sea or territory and use such map as evidence of title against another state or the whole world.  A state cannot 
enlarge its rights under international law by its own unilateral acts or domestic legislations.  The Philippines 
JHUUV[� Q\Z[� KYH^� H�<�ZOHWLK�THW� PU� [OL�7HJPÄJ�6JLHU� HUK� JSHPT� [OL� LUJSVZLK�^H[LYZ� HZ� P[Z� PUKPZW\[HISL�
[LYYP[VY`�Q\Z[�ILJH\ZL�[OL�HUJLZ[VYZ�VM�[OL�-PSPWPUVZ��[OL�(\Z[YVULZPHUZ��JYPZZJYVZZLK�[OL�7HJPÄJ�6JLHU�PU�[OLPY�
balangays three thousand years ago.   Yet, this is exactly what China did in 1947 when China drew its 9-dashed 
line map in the South China Sea, claiming as basis “historical facts.” 

34. We shall gladly accept China’s invitation to look at the historical facts by examining three types of ancient 
THWZ!�

 First, ancient maps of China made by Chinese authorities or Chinese individuals; 

 Second, ancient maps of China made by foreigners; and 

 Third, ancient maps of the Philippines made by Westerners or Philippine authorities or individuals.   

(SS�[OLZL�HUJPLU[�THWZ�ZOV^�[OH[�ZPUJL�[OL�ÄYZ[�*OPULZL�THWZ�HWWLHYLK��[OL�ZV\[OLYUTVZ[�[LYYP[VY`�VM�*OPUH�
has always been Hainan Island, with its ancient names being Zhuya, then Qiongya, and thereafter Qiongzhou.  
Hainan Island was for centuries a part of Guangdong Province until 1988 when it became a separate province.  


