
2

1. This afternoon I shall discuss with you historical facts, historical lies, and historical rights in the West 
Philippine Sea.   In my previous lectures, I discussed the legal basis involving the maritime claims of the Philippines 
and China in the West Philippine Sea under international law, in particular the 1982 United Nations Convention 
on the Law of the Sea or UNCLOS.  UNCLOS is the primary international law governing the use of the oceans 
and seas of our planet. UNCLOS regulates maritime claims and disputes but not territorial disputes.  This time 
I shall discuss China’s assertion to so-called “historical facts” that now appear to be driving China’s maritime 
claims in the West Philippine Sea
.  
The Historical Facts in the WPS

2. China had always asserted that its 9-dashed line claim is based on international law.  Thus, in the 2002 
ASEAN-China Declaration of Conduct, China agreed that the maritime disputes in the South China Sea shall 
be resolved “in accordance with universally recognized principles of international law, including the 1982 UN 
Convention on the Law of the Sea.”   There is no mention whatsoever in the 2002 ASEAN-China Declaration of 
Conduct that “historical facts” shall also be a basis in resolving the maritime disputes.  
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invoking UNCLOS to protect the Exclusive Economic Zone of the Philippines, China stressed “historical facts” as 
another basis for its maritime claims in the South China Sea.  China’s mantra now states that China’s 9-dashed 
line claim is based, in the words of Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, on “historical facts and international law.”   
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to the United States,   “territory passed down by previous Chinese generations to the present one will not be 
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ancestors bequeathed to them.   Two weeks ago, during the Shangri-La Regional Security Forum in Singapore, 
China’s spokesperson, former deputy Foreign Minister Fu Ying, declared that the islands in the South China Sea 
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