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of the South China Sea.  The sea voyages of Admiral Zheng He came several thousand years later to the sea 
migrations and maritime trading activities of the Southeast Asian peoples. 

���� :PUJL�[OL�:VUN�+`UHZ[`�\U[PS�� ����*OPUH»Z�VѝJPHS�THWZ�� P[Z�9LW\ISPJHU�*VUZ[P[\[PVUZ��HUK�P[Z�VѝJPHS�
statement to the world as shown by its 1932 Note Verbale�[V�-YHUJL��*OPUH�OHZ�HS^H`Z�VѝJPHSS`�KLJSHYLK�[V�
the world that its southernmost territory is Hainan Island.   China’s assertion today that its 9-dashed line claim is 
IHZLK�VU�¹HI\UKHU[�OPZ[VYPJHS�MHJ[Z¹�PZ�H�ISH[HU[�SPL��ZV�VI]PV\ZS`�JVU[YHY`�[V�P[Z�V^U�VѝJPHS�OPZ[VYPJHS�KVJ\TLU[Z�
and pronouncements. 

49. China’s 9-dashed line claim is on its face a 
gigantic historical fraud.  Under the 9-dashed lines, 
China claims that its southernmost territory is 
1HTLZ� :OVHS�� ��� 54� MYVT� [OL� JVHZ[� VM� )PU[\S\��
:HYH^HR��4HSH`ZPH���1HTLZ�:OVHS�PZ�H�M\SS`�Z\ITLYNLK�
reef, 22 meters under water, entirely within Malaysia’s 
200 NM EEZ and more than 950 NM from China.  How 
KPK�[OL�M\SS`�Z\ITLYNLK�1HTLZ�:OVHS�ILJVTL�*OPUH»Z�
southernmost territory?  Let me quote a fascinating 
HY[PJSL� VU� 1HTLZ� :OVHS� W\ISPZOLK� VU� -LIY\HY`�  ��
2013 in the South China Morning Post��^YP[[LU�I`�)PSS�
/H`[VU��H�^LSS�RUV^U�)YP[PZO�QV\YUHSPZ[!�

How did the Chinese state come to regard this obscure feature, so far from home, 
as its southernmost point? I’ve been researching the question for some time while 
writing a book on the South China Sea. The most likely answer seems to be that it 
was probably the result of a translation error.
In the 1930s, China was engulfed in waves of nationalist anxiety. The predation of the 
>LZ[LYU�WV^LYZ�HUK�PTWLYPHS�1HWHU��HUK�[OL�PUHIPSP[`�VM�[OL�9LW\ISPJ�VM�*OPUH�[V�KV�
anything meaningful to stop them, caused anger both in the streets and the corridors 
of power. In 1933, the republic created the “Inspection Committee for Land and Water 
Maps” to formally list, describe and map every part of Chinese territory. It was an 
attempt to assert sovereignty over the republic’s vast territory.
;OL�THQVY�WYVISLT�MHJPUN�[OL�JVTTP[[LL��H[�SLHZ[�PU�[OL�:V\[O�*OPUH�:LH��^HZ�[OH[�
it had no means of actually surveying any of the features it wanted to claim. Instead, 
[OL�JVTTP[[LL�ZPTWS`�JVWPLK�[OL�L_PZ[PUN�)YP[PZO�JOHY[Z�HUK�JOHUNLK�[OL�UHTLZ�VM�[OL�
islands to make them sound Chinese. We know they did this because the committee’s 
THW�PUJS\KLK�HIV\[����TPZ[HRLZ�[OH[�HWWLHYLK�VU�[OL�)YP[PZO�THW���MLH[\YLZ�[OH[�PU�
later, better surveys were found not to actually exist.
The committee gave some of the Spratly islands Chinese names. North Danger Reef 
ILJHTL�)LP_PHU��[OL�*OPULZL�[YHUZSH[PVU�VM�¸UVY[O�KHUNLY¹���(U[LSVWL�9LLM�ILJHTL�
3PUN`HUN��[OL�*OPULZL�^VYK�MVY�HU[LSVWL���6[OLY�UHTLZ�^LYL�Q\Z[�[YHUZSP[LYH[LK�ZV��MVY�
L_HTWSL��:WYH[S`� 0ZSHUK�ILJHTL�:PW\SH[LSP�HUK�1HTLZ�:OVHS�ILJHTL�ALUNT\��(UK�
this seems to be where the mistakes crept in.
)\[�OV^� [V� [YHUZSH[L� ¸ZOVHS¹&� 0[»Z�H�UH\[PJHS�^VYK�TLHUPUN�HU�HYLH�VM� ZOHSSV^�ZLH�
where waves “shoal” up. Sailors would see a strange area of choppy water in the 
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